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Series Introduction 
A traditional focus of collecting in the Watkinson since we 
opened on August 28, 1866, has been American periodicals, 
and we have quite a good representation of thern from the 
late 18th to the early 20th centuries. However, in terms of 
"discoverability" (to use the current term), it is not enough 
to represent each of the 600-plus titles in the online catalog. 
We hope that our students, faculty, and other researchers will 
appreciate this series of annotated guides to our periodicals, 
broken down into basic themes (politics, music, science and 
medicine, children, education, women, etc.), and listed in 
chronological order by date of the title's first issue. 
All of these guides have been compiled by Watkinson Trustee 
and volunteer Dr. Leonard Banco. We extend our de~p thanks 
to Len for the hundreds of hours he has devoted to this project 
since the spring of 2014. His breadth of knowledge about the 
period and inquisitive nature has made it possible for us to 
promote a unique resource through this work, which has 
already been of great use to visiting scholars and Trinity 
classes. Students and faculty keen for projects will take note 
of the possibilities! 
Richard J. Ring 
Head Curator and Librarian 
AMERICAN HISTORY 
Introduction 
By the early 19th century, Americans were very much 
aware of the import of their experiment in representative 
government, the history of which was supported by the 
emerging foundation stories of original settlement, expansion, 
war, and politics. In an age when serial publications became 
quite numerous and geographically widespread, some were 
primarily devoted to telling the history and documenting the 
information that both current and future readers would need 
to understand and recreate our regional and national history. 
Thirty-four journals in our collection are primarily devoted 
to history, of which 12 are complete runs. Some of them were 
publications issued on a regular schedule, while others were 
individual titles published from time to time by various 
publication societies. The history of America is not to be 
found only in those 34 titles, since the magazines listed in 
Political and even General Interest issues of our series have 
become important sources of history for future readers. For 
those interested in particular historical topics, it would be 
very fruitful to search across all the topic areas. 
Dr. Leonard Banco 
Trustee of the Watkinson Library 
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American Review of History 
and Politics and General Repository 
of Literature and State Papers 
Philadelphia (vol. 1, 1811-vol. 4, 1812; complete) 
The American Review was edited, and to a large extent written, 
by Robert Walsh, a Federalist who thought the country 
"hideously metamorphosed since the days of Washington." 
This periodical was meant to be "permanently useful" by 
reviewing public occurrences in Europe and the United States, 
assessing the "merits of foreign and native productions," 
documenting American political economy, and reprinting 
collections of U.S. state papers. Many of the articles are quite 
lengthy and explore topics in great depth. "An Inquiry into the 
Past and Present Relations of France and the United States" 
runs to 88 pages-Walsh was known as an expert on France. 
A very important two-part review of "Works of Alexander 
Hamilton" is more than 100 pages. Other material includes a 
review of Carlo Botta's "Storia della guerra dell'indipendenza 
degli Stati Uniti dJ\merica"; "Character of Fisher Ames"; 
"Notices sur L'Interieurs de la France" by M. Faber; and 
a serialized piece, "Letters on France and England." Among 
the government papers are a report from the Treasury 
Department, a message from the president of the United States 
(December 5, 1810, with accompanying documents), and a list 
ofrecently published works, many of which are of historical 
and documentary interest. Overall, this is a wonderful 
resource for material from the years immediately preceding 
the War of 1812. 
American Weekly Messenger 
or Register 
Philadelphia (vol. 1, 1813-vol. 2, 1814; complete) 
Edited by John Conrad, this short-lived publication concerned 
itself primarily with state papers, history, and politics, both 
domestic and foreign. Among the material are accounts of 
legislative debates ("Congressional History"), interesting legal 
adjudications and commercial intelligence, contemporary 
information about the War of 1812, and accounts of battles 
with the Native Americans, including protection of the 
Northwest Territories from "incursions of the savages." 
Foreign intelligence includes views of European governments 
with respect to the United States, international treaties and 
relations, and accounts of European wars and battles. 
Although published briefly, this magazine is useful in 
understanding America during the War of 1812. 
Historical Register of the United 
States 
Philadelphia (vol. 1, 1814-vol. 4, 1816; complete) 
"Being a history of the Late War with Great Britain; and 
a summary of the Proceedings of Congress," this periodical 
was edited and largely written by Thomas H. Palmer. It was 
issued in four volumes over three years and is an invaluable 
compendium of statistics, documents, firsthand battle 
accounts, economic reports, etc., pertaining to the War of 
1812. The first volume begins with a "Review of the Political 
Institutions of the United States" and covers the first two 
Congressional sessions held after the declaration of war. The 
proceedings of Congress are recounted in narrative form. In 
addition, the Register published state papers, reports on roads 
and canals, and accounts of tours, including Palmer's 
"Observations Made during a Short Residence in Virginia." 
UNION DEYICES. 
WHEN the Anglo-American colonists 
perceived that nothing but armed resist-
ance to obnoxious laws would secure re-
dress, they alllO perceived that union of 
sentiment throughout the colonies would 
be asential to success in the rebellious 
movement Various devicea appeared in 
the newspapers and on handbills, illustra-
tive of the idea of union, of which the 
snake was one of the most popular. For 
an admirable definition.of the symbol of 
a Rattlemalte, the reader is referred to 
page 32, vol. II., of the REcoRD. 
The disjointed or dissevered snake was 
a favorite device, at the time of the Stamp 
Act excitement, and when, in 1774, the 
colonists had resolved to take the impor• 
tant step for the promotion or union, 
namely, the aaembling of a Continental 
Cougms or delegates, that device was re-
riTed, with some modifications. The ii-
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each part representing a colony, with the 
initials thereof, is taken from the head of 
the "Pennsylvania Journal," where it ap-
peared for about a year, or until the colo-
nies were fairly united, on the meeting of 
the second Continental Congrs, In May, 
1775. The device excited tlie ire and dis-
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Boston News-letter and City Record 
Boston (vol. 1, 1825-vol. 2, 1826; complete) 
Founded by Abel Bowen "to observe and preserve" by drawing 
"from the mouldering archives of our forefathers the 
reminiscences of former times, and systematize those 
important local events which will serve the future historian," 
this magazine focused primarily on Boston and its surrounding 
towns. It reproduced much primary-source material and 
various documents and published original articles about the 
Boston Tea Party, the Liberty Tree, and the history of Boston 
newspapers. Some of these were accompanied by woodcuts, 
many of which were of sites in Boston. Other material includes 
songs from the revolution, the mayor's addresses, short 
biographies, local births and deaths, and letters to the editor. 
Although some of the material was original, much of it was 
reprinted from other periodicals and old records. 
American Annual Register 
New York (vol. 1, 1825-vol. 8, 1833) 
Edited by lawyer, author, and politician Joseph Blunt, this 
magazine was founded as the American counterpart to the 
venerable English Annual Register. Each annual issue began 
with the history of the United States for the year, especially 
focusing on a nonpartisan approach to controversial issues. 
Public documents, important cases oflaw, obituaries of 
prominent individuals, accounts of contemporary politics, 
commerce and statistics, local history, and domestic 
occurrences for each state were all covered. It published 
annual updates for foreign nations, notably Central and South 
America, then in revolution. European nations also were 
covered. Our copies of the run of this magazine are unopened 
and untrimmed, in original binder's boards with paper labels, 
the implication being that, while wonderful as c~llector's 
copies, they were never read. A pity, because this set is a very 
useful resource for American history of the period. 
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Boston Prison Discipline Society 
[Annual Reports] 
Boston (1825-1826; 1830; 1842) 
Founded by the reformer Louis Dwight, the Prison Discipline 
Society of Boston collected facts and statistics on prisons 
through correspondence and annual visits. The reports include 
a financial review of the Prison Discipline Society for the year, 
including funds collected, funds appropriated, etc. Other 
sections are titled "Principle Evils," in which problems at 
various prisons are discussed, "Remedy for the Principle 
Evils," in which solutions to these problems are covered, and 
"View of Prisons,'' in which various prisons are analyzed. 
Topics covered in the annual reports and sermons of the society 
include solitary confinement, religion, convict labor, prison 
administration, prison design and construction, and segregation 
and classification of prisoners by gender, crime, age, and mental 
health. Considerable attention is given to Newgate Prison in 
Connecticut. The magazine contains tables regarding convicts 
in six states with the reason for their confinement. Theft was 
by far the most common conviction, with counterfeiting second 
and forgery third. 
Legendary 
Boston (1828; complete) 
Edited by Nathaniel Parker Willis, the magazine consisted 
"of original pieces, principally illustrative of American history, 
scenery and manners." Further, "It is intended as a vehicle for 
detached passages of history, romance, and vivid description 
of scenery and manners, materials for which exist so abundantly 
in our country." It contains both nonfiction and fiction, the 
latter frequently used to describe and illustrate the history 
and scenery of America. For instance, "The Camp Meeting" 
explores the tension between religion and social climbing 
in early 19th-century America. Willis gives a portrait of 
contemporary college students in "Leaves from a Colleger's 
Album." Native Americans are the focus of several works: 
"The Indian Wife" and "The Church in the Wilderness," by 
Lydia Maria Child; "Sachem's Hill," by Eliza Lee Fallen; and 
"The Frontier House" by the author of ''Northwood" (Sarah 
J. Hale). "The Witch" draws on witchcraft accusations in 
17th-century New England; Christopher Columbus is the 
center of Lydia Sigourney's "First Meeting of the Old and 
New World" and of J.W. Miller's "Columbus"; the American 
landscape inspires H. Pickering ("The Hudson"; "A Forest 
Scene"), Grenville Mellen ("The Palisadoes"), Anna Ma-
ria Wells ("Ascutney"), and Joseph H. Nichols (''Bennett's 
Bridge"). Although intended to be a quarterly, only two issues 
were published before its demise. 
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American Historical Magazine and 
Literary Record 
New Haven (1836; complete) 
This periodical was established "to rescue from the present 
forgetfulness and ultimate oblivion into which they are rapidly 
passing, the memorials of our national history." Most of the 
articles were devoted to Connecticut, New England, and the 
Northeast. Some Yale-related material is included, as well as 
biographies of historical figures, histories of towns, and history 
of the revolution. A discourse on Concord, Massachusetts by 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, "12 September, 1835" is featured along 
with a letter from Noah Webster replying to a would-be rival 
lexicographer who criticized Webster's dictionary in an earlier 
published letter. There are reprints of old sermons and 
documents. Some of the material is extracted from other 
publications. This magazine, for all its ambition, lasted only 
six months. 
Valentine's Manual of the 
Corporation of the City of New York 
New York (1844-1866 (no issue 1867), 
1868-1870, new series 1916-1917; complete) 
These manuals were directories of extensive historical and 
contemporary records of New York first compiled by D[avid] 
T[homas] Valentine. The city printed upwards ofl0,000 
copies per year and distributed them gratis. They include 
detailed information on the meetings of the Aldermanic 
Council, ordinances passed, public officials, the city's debts, 
directories of hospitals, alms houses and schools, ferry 
schedules, lists of public porters, demographics and census 
information, and descriptions of historic buildings and streets. 
Much of the information was gleaned from Dutch and English 
sources, as processed by Valentine. Later in the run, the 
volumes became quite lavish, filled with full-color folding 
maps and illustrations of important city landmarks and 
personalities. The publication was briefly revived as a private 
venture in 1916. American Statistical Association 
Collections 
Boston (1847) 
This group was the earliest to focus on the new discipline of 
statistics and was organized in 1839 to "collect, preserve, and 
diffuse statistical information in the different departments of 
human knowledge." In the first issue of the journal, the author 
noted the important link between statistics and many other 
fields already established. The journal published both historical 
and contemporary statistics of the towns in Massachusetts, 
historical census information, and town and county taxes and 
valuation in the 18th century. There is a narrative on how 
population computations are done and discussions regarding 
the governor's message on taxation. 
American Quarterly Register 
Philadelphia (1848-1849; issues lacking) 
Conducted by James Stryker, this magazine meant to provide 
a documentary record of the years during which it was 
published. It provided a history for the year of the United 
States and other countries and a wide array of statistics, 
domestic and worldwide. Among the specific topics are those 
of international financial exchanges, the "Progress of Canada," 
the whale fishery, benevolent societies, penitentiaries, 
American agriculture, and specific information on Australia 
and Liberia. Articles include a comparative view of education 
in Britain and the United States; a biography/obituary of 
James Knox Polk, who died just four months after the end of · 
his presidency; and various government documents, including 
presidential messages to Congress. Overall, this magazine 
provides fascinating documentation of activities in the United 
States and the world in 1848 and 1849. 
Virginia Historical Register 
and Literary Advertiser 
Richmond, Virginia (vol. 1, 1848-vol. 6, 1853; 
complete) 
This quarterly, edited by William Maxwell, was the official 
publication of the Virginia Historical Society. As one might 
expect, this series focuses on Virginia history and casts a 
broad net. Included are biographies oflocal (sometimes 
obscure) Revolutionary War figures and accounts of military 
conferences, addresses, and letters. There is much on other 
18th-century history, especially reprints of old articles from 
publications of the period, and pamphlets, such as "Captain 
Smith's Remarks on the Plantation of Virginia." There is a lot 
of material in each volume, although, with some exceptions, 
the articles themselves tend to be quite brief. 
American Geographical 
and Statistical Society 
New York (Bulletins, 1852-1856; Journal, 
1859-1900; Proceedings, 1862-1864) 
The society was founded by 31 New Yorkers who were 
wealthy philanthropists, historians, publishers and editors 
and especially interested in exploration. It was named the 
"American Geographical and Statistical Society," but in 1871, 
the group amended its charter and dropped "Statistical" 
from its title. The plan of the organization was to advance 
geographical and statistical science, and its publications were 
used to further those aims. Among the early content was 
"Discoveries in South Africa-a Letter from David Livingstone"; 
"Memoir on the Geography, History, Productions, and Trade 
of Paraguay," with a large foldout map, by Edward Hopkins; 
"A Paper on the Growth, Trade, and Manufacture of Cotton" 
by J.G. Dudley; and "Access to an Open Polar Sea Along a North 
American Meridian" by the eminent explorer Elisha Kent 
Kane, which is both historically important and now newly 
relevant given the effects of global warming. 
Seventy-Six Society [Publications] 
Philadelphia (vol. 1, 1855-vol. 4, 1857) 
These four publications are: Papers in relation to the case of 
Silas Deane, edited by Edward D. Ingraham (1855); Papers 
relating to public events in Massachusetts preceding the 
American Revolution (1856), Examination of Joseph Galloway 
(reprint of the 1779 edition) (1855); and Papers related chiefly 
to the Maryland line during the Revolution, edited by Thomas 
Balch (1857). 
WASHINGTON'S BOOK PLATE 
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Texas Almanac 
Galveston (1858-1860) 
This self-styled almanac is actually a repository of information 
and data about the history and contemporary life of Texas just 
prior to the Civil War. It includes a chronology of the early 
history of Texas-its rebellion against Mexico and creation of 
the independent republic, the initial failure of the movement 
for American annexation, and its subsequent annexation and 
statehood. There are biographies of "Texian" political leaders 
(a term used by the Almanac until 1868), as well as a description 
of all of the counties and many of the towns ("Dallas is some 
fifteen years old, with a population of about 400, and bids fair 
to become a considerable inland town"). Annual statistics in 
agriculture, commerce, manufacturing, population, wealth, 
railroads, and schools, as well as all other things "Texian," 
were included. There is a woodcut illustration of the capitol 
in Austin. Of note are many advertisements, several with 
excellent period illustrations, such as a riverboat, sailing ship, 
hardware, dry goods, etc. One ad for an auctioneer described 
the items typically auctioned by the firm: "real estate, negroes, 
horses, carriages, household and kitchen furniture ... " 
Bradford Club Series 
New York (vol. 1, 1859-vol. 7, 1867) 
Named after William Bradford, the first printer in New York, 
"a few gentlemen interested in the study of American history 
and literature" proposed to print limited editions of scarce 
manuscripts and pamphlets illustrative of the topic, some of 
which had not previously been printed. Among those in the 
Watkinson collection are: "Papers concerning the attack on 
Hatfield and Deerfield by a party oflndians from Canada ... " 
(1859); "Anthology of New Netherland, or Translations from 
the early Dutch poets of New York" (1865), by Henry C. Murphy; 
"Army correspondence of Colonel John Laurens in the year 
1777-8 ... " (1867) by William Gilmore Simms; "Narratives of 
the career of Hernando de Soto in the conquest of Florida" 
(1866), translated by Buckingham Smith; "Operations of the 
French Fleet under the Count de Grasse in 1781-2" (1864), 
edited by John Dawson Gilmary Shea; and "Northern invasion 
of October, 1780 ... " by Franklin B. Hough. 
Portrait Monthly 
New York (1863-1864) 
This magazine was a Civil War-era periodical of the New York 
fllustrated News "containing sketches of departed heroes and 
prominent personages of the present time." It is particularly 
useful for its biographies and woodcut portraits of military 
leaders on both sides of the war, as well as biographies of both 
elected and appointed government officials. It has interesting 
short stories, accounts of courts martial, and obituaries. 
Among the accounts of congressional testimony is "General 
Sanford and the Battle of Bull Run-evidence before the 
committee on the conduct of the war." This short-run journal 
is particularly useful for Civil War-era biographies and 
portraits. 
The Prince Society [Publications] 
Boston (1865-1920) 
The Prince Society for Mutual Publication (1858-1944) in 
Boston, Massachusetts, published "rare works, in print or 
manuscript, relating to America." It was founded by historian 
Samuel Gardner Drake and named after Thomas Prince, fifth 
pastor of the Old South Church in Boston. The Watkinson 
holds 24 items published by the society, including its 
constitution, officers, members, lists of publications, etc. 
and "Purpose and Works ... " by the Rev. Edmund F. Slafter. 
Specific works include "Capt. John Mason: the founder of 
New Hampshire" by John Ward Dean (1887); "Sir Fernando 
Gorges and his province of Maine" by James Phinney Baxter 
(1890); "Sir William Alexander and American Colonization" 
by Slafter (1873); "New England Canaan ... " by Thomas Morton 
(1883); "Voyages of Samuel de Champlain" (three volumes, 
1878-1882); "Colonial Currency Reprints" (four volumes, 
1910-1911); and "Antinomianism in the colony of Massachusetts 
Bay, 1836-1838" (1894). 
Edited by 
Gt:N.O.ff JULL 
The Land We Love 
Charlotte, North Carolina (vol. 11 1866-vol. 6, 
1869) 
Founded and edited by ex-Confederate General Daniel H. Hill, 
this is "a monthly magazine devoted to literature, military, 
history and agriculture" of the South in the immediate 
postbellum period. The magazine was founded specifically 
to address the need for the South to adapt to its new reality 
during early Reconstruction. It was the first significant 
literary production in Charlotte, North Carolina. The editor 
acknowledged the South's unique history and culture, as 
well as the challenge to maintain and honor it after the loss 
of the war. "A change has come over us ... and we must make 
our minds correspond to the new state of things" -among 
which was the loss of the labor pool of slaves. "The general 
prosperity of the South exempted a large class, and that the 
most intelligent, from the necessity of personal exertion to 
gain a subsistence." He highlighted the need to learn trades, 
to become practical rather than ornamental, and to establish 
manufactures in addition to agriculture. Eleven of the first 17 
presidents of the United States were from the South, politics 
being the focus of most Southern higher education. The author 
advocates that science and math become a more substantial 
part of college curriculum in the South, rather than dwelling 
primarily on the classics. The content of the magazine is a mix 
of history, culture, language, military anecdotes, and Southern 
agriculture. It contains brief biographies of Southern figures, 
articles on England-especially in relation to connections 
with Southern affairs-and Southern poetry. To the extent 
that it published fiction, most ofit was historical and related 
to the South. One fascinating article, "Mistaken Sympathy, or 
Mistaken Figures," presents statistics by state, demonstrating 
rates of suicide, insanity, idiocy, and blindness between the 
free population and slaves. It purports to show that, in general, 
these maladies affected the South less than the North, and the 
enslaved less than the free. That data, of course, is biased 
because of selection and incomplete reporting, especially 
among slaves. It was used by some to justify the slave system. 
But the premise is a starting point for epidemiological 
investigation of that period in the South. By 1867, while the 
magazine claimed 12,000 subscribers in 32 states, including 
many Northern readers, it decried nonpayment for 
subscriptions, "owing probably to the extreme poverty of 
the South." It is critical to the understanding of early 
Reconstruction through the eyes of the Southerner. 
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Narragansett Club [Publications] 
Providence, Rhode Island (vol. 1, 1866-vol. 6, 
1874; complete) 
This subscription series was issued in 200 copies or fewer. 
Among the content is "Biographical Introduction to the 
Writings of Roger Williams"; "A Key into the Language of 
America" including a reprint of Williams's "American Indian 
Languages," originally published in London, 1643, (along with 
many other Williams publications over the life of the journal); 
"Letter of Mr. John Cotton" and ''Mr. Cotton's Letter Examined 
and Answered." The series is an important source for 
commentary on and reproductions of primary source material 
relating to Rhode Island. 
American Historical Record 
Philadelphia (vol. 1, 1872-vol. 3, 1874) 
"Concerning the history and antiquities of America and 
biography of Americans," this periodical was edited by Benson 
J. Lossing, who wrote, "we shall hope ... to make the Record a 
welcome visitor to intelligent households of our land." Most 
of the articles were relatively brief (three pages or fewer) and 
often decidedly not mainstream, even arcane. The magazine 
also includes book notices and obituaries of historical figures. 
Examples of articles include "Friends' meeting house at 
Flushing, LI" with an illustrated sketch and accounts of early 
meetings with John Bowne, which was part of a series on the 
Quakers and their places of worship in the New York City area; 
"Commodore Preble and Tripoli" with diary excerpts; and a 
series on "Books published by Subscription" in New England 
before the year 1800. Other articles include "The First Theatre 
in America," "The Michigan and Ohio Boundary Question," 
and "Societies and their Proceedings" (accounts of historical 
societies across the United States). 
Our Living and Our Dead 
Raleigh, North Carolina (vol. 1, 1874-vol. 4, 1876; 
complete) 
"Devoted to North Carolina ... her past, her present, and her 
future," this journal was the official organ of the North 
Carolina branch of the Southern Historical Society. Edited 
by James H. Pool and Theodore B. Kingsbury (who became 
one of its most significant contributors), it contains 
considerable information on the Civil War from the Southern 
side, including extensive reports of battles and casualties. It 
serialized "The Soldier's History of the War" by the Rev. John 
Paris. The "Descriptive and Statistical Department" gives 
much information on North Carolina counties, commerce 
and trade. The "Education Department" contains a lengthy 
discussion titled "The Discipline of the School" (advocating 
limited physical punishment) and "Compulsory Education," 
in which the author writes that "we are not prepared, in the 
present condition of our affairs, to give our assent to the 
doctrine," though the magazine promoted discussion of the 
subject. On the issue of segregation, already entrenched 
eight years after the end of the war, the magazine stated that 
"Opposition to mixed schools is so strong ... that if they are 
free to choose between mixed schools and no schools, they 
[the white population] would prefer the latter." This article 
presaged the school integration battles to come 80 years later. 
The magazine's circulation ranged from 1,500 to 2,000 readers, 
which proved to be an inadequate subscriber base, and the 
periodical ceased publication in March 1876. Despite its 
relatively short run, the magazine proves to be an important 
historical resource for study of the late Reconstruction period. 
For further information, see: "Our Living and Our Dead: a 
Post-Bellum North Carolina Magazine of Literature and 
History," by Ray M. Atchison in The North Carolina Historical 
Review, Vol. 40, No. 4 (October, 1963), pp. 423-433. 
Magazine of American History, 
with Notes and Queries 
New York (vol. 1, 1877-vol. 30, 1893; complete) 
Edited by John Austin Stevens, the librarian of the New York 
Historical Society, and Mrs. Martha J. Lamb, the purpose 
of this monthly magazine "is to supply persons engaged in 
historical study a regular avenue of communication with each 
other, and the general public." Contributors included John 
Russell Bartlett, E.B. O'Callaghan, and Henry Onderdonk Jr., 
and many of the articles were scholarly. The magazine initially 
focused on early, often colonial, history, with articles such 
as "Champlain's Expedition of 1615 against the Onondagas" 
(with a facsimile of Champlain's map of1632); "David 
Jamison, Attorney General of the Province of New Yor~ 1710"; 
"The Stamp Act in New York" with an engraving of Lieutenant 
Governor Cadwallader Colden; battle narratives prior to the 
revolution; reprints of historical documents and biographical 
sketches of obscure historical figures. Revolutionary War 
content includes "Mount Washington and Its Capture Nov. 16, 
1776," accompanied by a battle map; "Indian Languages of the 
Pacific" about the West Coast native peoples; and "The Battle 
of Saratoga-Burgoyne and the Northern Campaign, 1777" 
with a map. Later, Civil War history also was included, and the 
content addressed a broader geographic reach. The magazine 
included proceedings of the New York Historical Society, 
literary notices of new historical publications, questions 
for readers with replies, and obituaries. After a change of 
ownership and editorship in 1893, the magazine ceased 
publication within the year. 
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Indian Rights Association [Reports] 
Philadelphia (1883-1934; some issues lacking) 
The Indian Rights Association (IRA) was a white social 
activist group founded in Philadelphia in 1882 and dedicated 
to the well-being and acculturation of Native Americans. The 
organization's initial stated objective was to "bring about 
the complete civilization of the Indians, their full protection, 
individual tenure ofland, and their admission to citizenship." 
In addition to efforts on policy development and congressional 
lobbying, the IRA monitored the actions of Bureau ofindian 
Affairs agents and observed Native American living conditions 
and health care needs through correspondence and trips to 
reservations and settlements, the accounts of which were 
published in these reports. Many of these accounts are in the 
first person. They also sponsored speaking tours for activists 
and Native American representatives as a means of informing 
the public about native issues. These publications include lists 
of members, contributions, financial reports, annual reports, 
organizational bylaws, Federal Indian acts, and accounts of 
various conferences. There is much contemporary information 
on activities on Native American lands and national parks 
and accounts of controversies between the tribes and the 
federal government. For much of its existence, the IRA was 
the organization that Native Americans looked to for help and 
protection and that non-Native Americans used as a reliable 
source of information about conditions and concerns. These 
reports document much of that activity. However, by the 
mid-20th century, its approach was considered paternalistic 
and not necessarily in the best interests of Native Americans. 
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Gorges Society [Publications] 
Portland, Maine (1884, 1885, 1890, 1893) 
Gorges Society imprints are concerned with a documentary 
history of the earliest pioneers of Maine. Examples include 
"New England's Vindication" by Henry Gardiner (1884), 
"George Cleeve of Casco Bay" by James Phinney Baxter (1885) 
and "Christopher Levett, ofYork, the pioneer colonist in Casco 
Bay" by James Phinney Baxter (1893). 
New England Magazine 
and Bay State Monthly 
Boston (vol. 1, 1887-vol. 37, 1908) 
This periodical was devoted to the history of New England 
through publication of nonfiction accounts, biography, 
historical fiction, and accounts of trips around the region. 
Included are works on early New England history, New 
England in the Civil War, industries, historical sketches 
of cities in the region, accounts of history and genealogical 
societies, and notes and queries about the history and 
antiquities of New England. Specific articles include "Maple 
Sugar Making in Vermont"; "Historic New London"; "The Civil 
War in 1862"; and a work of fiction, "Elizabeth, a Romance of 
Colonial Days" by Frances C. Sparhawk (a then-popular and 
now forgotten author). Each issue includes a steel engraving, 
and many illustrations are incorporated into the text. Each 
issue also includes advertising for other contemporary 
magazines and books (particularly historical publications). 
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Old New York 
New York (vol . 1, 1889-vol. 2, 1891; complete) 
Edited by Wesley Washington Pasko, this journal relating to 
the history and antiquities of New York City was published as 
a labor oflove. In a letter tipped into our copy, Pasko confided 
that "every number was published at a great loss." Much of the 
content is composed of excerpts from important books with 
comments from the editor. Examples of content include 
"Index to the Engravings in Valentine's Manual," serialized 
(see earlier entry); "Notes on the History of Printing in New 
York," serialized; "Pearl Street-its history"; "Minor and 
Obsolete Streets of New York," taken from early street 
directories ofNewYork City; and "Biographical Notes," short 
vignettes and historical notes. Overall, this journal contained 
lots of arcana about New York City over its short life and has 
historical material not easily found elsewhere. 
Filson Club [Publications] 
Louisville, Kentucky (1889-1908; numbers lacking) 
The Filson Club (now the Filson Historical Society) was 
founded ·in 1884 and has maintained an ever-growing library 
of books and original manuscripts related to the history of 
Kentucky, the Upper South, and the Ohio River Valley. Each of 
the following publications is taken from papers read at meetings 
of the club: "Adventures of a French Captain, at Present a 
Planter in Texas" by J.J.E. Roy; "Battle of Tippecanoe" by 
Alfred Pirtle (1900); "A Historical Sketch of St. Paul's Church, 
Louisville, KY., by Reuben T. Durrett (1889); ''Life and Writings 
of Rafinesque" by Richard Ellsworth Call (1895); "Lopez's 
Expedition to Cuba, 1850 and 1851" by Anderson C. 
Quisenberry (1906); "Traditions of the Earliest Visits of 
Foreigners to North America" by Reuben T. Durrett; and 
"Boonesborough; its founding, pioneer struggles, Indian 
experiences" by George W. Ranch (1901). 
Public Opinion 
Washington, D.C., and New York 
(vol. 13, 1892-vol. 40, 1906) 
This weekly provided "a comprehensive summary of the 
press throughout the world on all important current topics." 
It did this by excerpting news from journals around the world 
(with attribution), some extensively, some briefly, and some 
in just a few sentences. By 1892, the magazine had worldwide 
readership and distribution. Regular sections include those 
on politics, foreign affairs, sociology, science, religion, 
education, finance and commerce, art, and literacy. There 
is a great deal on the presidential nominating process and 
election of 1892. One article posed the question, "Is Society 
Growing Worse?" In the literacy section, the question "Was 
Walt Whitman a poet?" was answered thus: "He cannot be 
regarded in any important sense as a poet ... for perhaps a 
century to come his works may be referred to by writers on 
literature as expressive of certain temporary aberrations in 
the literary development of this country, but otherwise he 
is not likely to fill much of a place in the mind of posterity," 
from an obituary published in the Brooklyn Citizen. By 1906, 
the publication changed to a magazine of commentary and 
opinion, with more substantial original essays rather than 
excerpts from elsewhere. Essays, the topics of which still 
resonate today, include "Rebirth of Turkey"; "Will Catalonia 
Secede from Spain?"; "Will Football be Saved?-an interview 
with Walter Camp"; "Fight for the French Presidency"; "Is 
America Growing More Criminal?"; "Upton Sinclair-the man 
and his works," published a few weeks after the appearance 
of The Jungle; "How Athletes Die" (an epidemiologic study); 
and much on the San Francisco earthquake, its aftermath, 
and plans for rebuilding. 
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The Acorn Club [Publications] 
Hartford (1899-1990) 
The Acorn Club was founded in 1899 by a group of young men 
interested in Connecticut history and the early books and 
manuscripts that reveal that history. Among the founders were 
librarians, book collectors, genealogists, and a heraldic artist. 
The club (limited to 25 members) has published 37 works 
and continues to this day. Among the titles in the Watkinson 
are: Acts and Laws of His Majesties Colony of Connecticut in 
New England: printed in 1702 and now first reissued 1901, List 
of official publications of Connecticut, 1774-1768 as shown by 
the bills for printing (1917) and John Warner Barber's views of 
Connecticut towns 1834-36, edited by Christopher P. Bickford 
and J. Bard McNulty. 
Lincoln Fellowship [Publications] 
New York (vol. 1, 1908-vol. 4, 1911) 
The Lincoln Fellowship was a group of authors and admirers 
committed to honoring Abraham Lincoln's life and legacy 
through speeches, letters, magazine contributions, and books. 
The dinners began on the centenary of Lincoln's birth, and 
notes of the discussions and speeches depict a part of the 
American world that has vanished. Each volume had 
a tipped-in frontispiece image printed directly from the 
Frederick Meserve collection of Lincoln photos. Meserve 
was a member of the group-his Lincoln photos ultimately 
went to the National Portrait Gallery and most of the remainder 
to Yale. It was noted at the first meeting that "the number of 
those who knew Lincoln personally is rapidly diminishing, 
and it is by the collection and compilation of his writings that 
the historian of the future will be most helped." Only 42 years 
after Lincoln's death, there was already a rapidly rising amount 
of printed material and memorabilia available. A number of 
the members of the group did, in fact, know Lincoln and his 
colleagues personally, and they provide fascinating, historically 
important anecdotes as part of their remarks to the group. 
Among them are firsthand accounts of his first and second 
inaugural addresses, his Cooper Union speech, and anecdotes 
about incidental conversations with him when he still lived in 
Springfield, Illinois. These volumes provide wonderful primary 
source material through voices from a bygone world. 
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New York Tribune Photographic 
History of the Great War 
New York (1914-1915) 
Edited by Francis Trevelyan Miller with contributions by 
military and academic authorities, "the purpose of this work is 
to present in historical narrative and actual war photographs 
the first comprehensive record of the epoch-making events 
enacted on the battlegrounds and in the world's capitals during 
the tragic days of the Great War of the Nations." The part of the 
series held in the Watkinson predates the American entry into 
the war and benefits from our neutrality during that period, 
enabling free access to material from both sides of the conflict. 
One of the earliest issues reprints President Wilson's address 
to the American people on "Neutrality" (August 18, 1914). Each 
folio-sized issue was lavishly illustrated by sepia-toned roto-
gravure portraits of troops, battle scenes, airplanes, Zeppelins, 
and pictorial evidence of destruction (the damage to Heims ca-
thedral is documented in great detail). Information about each 
nation's entry into the war and its government and military 
capability was accompanied by photographs. These photos are 
particularly useful for scholarly presentations. It is interesting 
that even early in the war, Americans believed (naively, as it 
turned out) that the end of this war would usher in a prolonged 
period of peace. "It may be that from this year (1914) the future 
historians will trace the fall of military autocracy and the be-
ginning of the era of world democracy." 
New York Times Mid-week Pictorial 
War Extra 
New York (1915-1919; issues lacking) 
Although published by its journalistic competitor, our run of 
this pictorial folio magazine is complementary to the New York 
Tribune Photographic History (previous), as it covers the 
second part of World War I through its armistice. Published 
on Thursday of each week and lavishly illustrated with 
full-page and even double-page rotogravure photos, the 
magazine recounts the role of various nations (Romania's 
entry into the war), battles, war damage, and war artifacts, 
such as photos of prison money from Germany's prisoner of 
war camps as well as Belgian regimental and service badges. 
It contains excellent primary and secondary source material 
on the war and would be useful for research and visual 
presentations. 
Cortes Society [Publications] 
New York and Berkeley, California (1917-1950) 
This imprint issued individual volumes that reprinted classic 
works on the Spanish New World. Examples include Account 
of the Conquest of Peru written by Pedro Sancho, Secretary 
to Pizzaro (1917); Narrative of some things of New Spain and 
the great city of Temestitan, Mexico (1917); Relation of the 
discovery and conquest of Kingdoms of Peru, by Pedro Pizarro 
(1921); History of Brazil by Pedro de Magalhaes (1922); 
Account of the conquest of Guatemala in 1524 by Pedro de 
Alvarado (1924); Di,scovery of Yucatan (1942) by Henry R. 
Wagner; Discovery of New Spain in 1518 by Juan de Grijalva 
(1942); Rise of Fernando Cortes (1944) by Henry R. Wagner; 
and Motolinia's History of the Indians of New Spain (1950). 
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